
2018 SPE THERMOFORMING CONFERENCE PANEL DISCUSSIONS 
Tuesday, September 25, and Wednesday, September 26 
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
8 a.m.-8:45 a.m. 

Hunting Unicorns:  Talent Acquisition in Today's Plastics Industry 
A recent headline in a plastics industry publication stated that there were 20,000 unfilled jobs in Elkhart 
County, Indiana.  National newspapers publish stories on a regular basis about homeowners struggling 
to hire carpenters, electricians, plumbers and contractors. The Bureau of Labor Statistics suggests that 
we are nearing full employment, meaning that everyone who wants a job has one.  So why do surveys 
continue to suggest that manufacturers struggle to find qualified people?   

How exactly does one define the “skills gap”?   How does one define "qualified"? Are we hiring correctly 
in the first place? These and other important questions will be discussed in our panel 
discussion.  Representatives from recruitment firms, technical colleges, thermoforming processors and 
workforce development offices will provide insights and thoughts on this critical topic. 

Moderator: Conor Carlin, CMT Materials 
Participants: 
  
Sharon Haverlak, VP People & Culture, Sekisui SPI 
Monica Jacobs, Senior Recruiter, KLA Industries 
Dan Sproles, Thermoforming Consultant 

3:30 p.m.-4:15 p.m. 
"The Blame Game:"  A Panel Discussion involving Processors, Extruders, Color Houses and 
Compounders to Discuss Quality Issues 
  
Topics include: 

• I have gels and pits in my decorative or clear sheet:  who is at fault?  

• My sheet has inconsistent forming, resulting in thinning and webbing:  who is at fault? 

• The color and gloss of my thermoformed parts does not match the standard:  who is at fault? 
• I have stress whitening or whitening in my thermoformed parts:  who is at fault? 

 
Moderator:        Ed Probst, Probst Plastics Consulting 
Processors:        Steve Murrill, Profile Plastics, Evan Gilham, Productive Plastics 
Extruders:          Matt Vandivier, Primex Plastics, John Thibado, Advanced Extrusion Inc., Eric Short, PMC  
Resin:                  Steve Lacock, The Arkema Group, Sunit Shah, Lyondellbasell 
Color House:      Nick Gaudino, Standridge Color 
Tooling:  Ken Griep, PCM 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 
 
1:30 p.m.-3:15 p.m. 
The War Room:  Where Thermoforming and Design Meet! 
Michael Paloian is a renowned industrial designer who is developing a challenging product for an OEM.  
He is considering the thermoforming process to make the most of the exterior components for his 
device and has assembled a team of advisors to review project parameters.  Cost and lead-time are key 
considerations since thermoforming will compete against other processes. 
 
This simulated design review session will focus on the importance of defining project parameters and 
discovering all important details for both sides:  designer and processor.  All parties must have complete 
and accurate information to fully understand project requirements prior to estimating.  Goals, budgets 
and timelines must be set! 
  
Can the team convince the designer and the OEM that thermoforming is the right process for this 
project? 
 
Session Panelists: 

• Michael Paloian, Integrated Design Systems:  Industrial Designer 

• Roger Kipp, RCK & Associates:  Moderator/Engineering Manager 

• Jim Arnet, Hagans Plastics:  Sales Representative 

• Ed Probst, Probst Plastics:  Processing/Manufacturing  

• Steve Zamprelli, Formed Plastics:  Engineering Representative 

• Mauro Fae’, Self Group:  Tooling Designer and Mold Manufacturer  

 
 


