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Our Conversation Today

Life with SPE
• Knowledge
• Networking

Life in the Plastics Industry
• Innovation

Our Collective Challenge



SPE:  Who we are  

A Global Society with….
Stakeholders Across the Value Chain             With Diversity of Job Function



SPE:  What we do 

Emphasis on…
• Membership
• Publishing
• Investments

Activities
• Events
• Content creation
• Education
• Recognition
• Market awareness

Purpose
To inspire plastics professionals through knowledge and networking.



Investment in the Next Generation - Plastivan®

• 17 States; 159 individual visits 

• 93 Schools, universities, STEM fairs and 
corporations visited

• >21,000 Student experiences

• Australia Live Video offering



SPE:  How we do it
(Engagement)

• Professional development
• Community connection
• Personal fulfillment

Business success



Plastics Industry:  We are Innovation

Innovate in our….
• Discovery
• Development
• Design

• Collaboration
• Implementation
• Delivery
• Lifecycle



Think differently, act differently
(Broaden our focus to deepen our impact)

Innovate within…
• Changing how serve up technology
• Changing how we collaborate as a community

Innovate out…
• Beyond company and SPE borders
• Community / academia / industry / government
• Emphasize Social Responsibility
• Invite diverse perspectives to the table

Activate!



lbs
4.8

Average amount of waste generated daily globally per person
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Available for the asking…
- Project planning worksheets
- Preparation guide
- Timelines
- “Run of show” & tips for the day of
- Communication templates



How toparticipate
Communicate 
(social media)

Initiate / join an event Encourage colleagues, companies 
and communities to participate



Putting our skills to good work



Grand Challenges Are Numerous
Addressing World Challenges
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Through strong collaboration and innovation at the intersections of chemistry, biology and physics, Dow 
scientists are delivering the value our customers want and solutions the world needs.

Packaging
Providing customers a 

unique ability to 
collaborate with the 

launch of Pack Studios

Agriculture
Helping achieve higher 
yield potential through 

plant biotechnology and 
crop protection

Electronics
Enabling next-generation 

semiconductor and 
display materials for a 

connected world

Transportation
Contributing to 

lighter, more fuel-
efficient cars

Water
Tackling water 
challenges in a 
sustainable way

By 2030, water needs 
are expected to grow

Of the world’s population 
will live in water scarce 
regions by 2020

There 
will be

more mouths to 
feed by 2025

Global food demand 
will increase

between 2000 
and 2050

Demand 
should 

increase by

in the 
next 15 
years

GDP growth will continue to drive 
energy consumption

Through strong collaboration and innovation that extract value from material, polymer,  chemical, 
biological, computational and social sciences, we can deliver the solutions our world needs.

Food AgricultureEnergy TransportationWater



The Benefits of Plastics are Real, but…

The perception 
of plastics is one 
of our grand 
challenges



threat to our planet
Plastic waste is a

when it enters the environment

The Conversation Has Changed



between the recognized benefits of plastics and support for bans and 
restrictions on single-use plastic products

of consumers globally believe plastic 
is beneficial to their daily lives

66 % %76
are concerned about the impact of 
plastic on the environment

There is a disconnect

Of those 66%:



We have a Grand Challenge –and INNOVATION will create the solutions!

• Consumers are looking for leadership
• Governments want action
• Industry is seeking forums and partnerships
• Academia wants connection

SPE and the plastics Industry can be connectors
• Organized forums for communication
• Events for sharing expertise for innovation
• Shared commitment to plastics initiatives and benefits
• Informed local and global communities willing to mobilize for the cause
• Invite diverse perspectives for breakthroughs



We can innovate for our industry and our communities

Global challenges are not solved in silos.
• Bringing together unconventional fields of study from social work and business to the 

sciences and arts to address real-world challenges.

• Inter-organizational collaboration to transform the way research is conducted.

• Higher education that combines sustainability, technology and innovation with exposure to 
cutting-edge manufacturing techniques, data sciences and research-based teaching and learning. 

• Programs designed to develop robust, applicable educational experiences for high 
school teachers and students. 

An interdisciplinary approach to solving complex problems



Putting our skills to better work
(Perspective can make all the difference)



Perspectives abound across the value chain



Sustainability is a Societal Journey 
(Think and act differently)

Developing societal blueprints that integrate public policy solutions, science and technology 
and value chain innovation to facilitate the transition to a sustainable planet and society

Maintaining world-leading operations performance in natural resource efficiency, environment, health and safety. Pursuing efficient 
operations that drive environmental benefits for our communities and help us lead the transition to a sustainable planet and society.

Collaborating to create a future where businesses, governments, and society work together 
to advance solutions that preserve our planet and ensure a sustainable future for all



Aspire to Make the Impossible – Possible!

AspireScientist

Engineer

Brand Owner

Operator

Distributor Retailer

Consumer

Academia

Government

Waste 
Management

We need our innovators to 
generate IDEAS, to define 

the route and build the 
vehicle to take us to our 

destination.

The world needs our 
perspectives!



The Alliance to End Plastic Waste

• Their mission: to help eliminate plastic waste in our environment. Plastics 
provide health, safety, sustainability, and convenience benefits, especially 
in the developing world where plastic products have helped improve living 
standards, hygiene and nutrition. They have an important place in our 
world – but not in our oceans.

• https://youtu.be/Og2YM3rbu5Y

https://youtu.be/Og2YM3rbu5Y


Let’s be the ones…
to change the world!

“……innovators who will help us preserve our world for generations to come.  
Because when we bring together the heroes of today, to dream, to build and
help our cities, our communities, and our neighborhoods improve, we can do
something truly incredible.”


